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Brussels, 26 March 2021 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

ESIA welcomes the modernisation of EU Export Controls 

 

The European Semiconductor Industry Association (ESIA) welcomes the European Par-

liament’s adoption of the recast of the EU Dual-Use Regulation, as it will contribute to 

more uniform European export controls. The modernised regulation will also help to 

achieve a global level playing field in areas which are crucial for European competitive-

ness. 

European semiconductor companies export advanced electronic components. In particular, 

ESIA welcomes the introduction of the new EU General Export Authorisation (EUGEAs) on 

encryption and on intra-company transfers of software & technology. The two new EUGEAs 

provide the basic elements of an improved licensing architecture; they are a first step towards 

further alignment of rules in the field of encryption between the EU and third countries. Euro-

pean exporters have been at a disadvantage compared to competitors from other regions, as 

the latter could rely on license exemptions. 

ESIA is committed to supporting the EU institutions in developing guidelines as needed, to 

achieve clear implementing rules in order minimise the risk of diverging implementation within 

the EU. ESIA also welcomes the new mechanisms introduced by the regulation for further 

alignment and cooperation among Member States and the Commission on licensing. Finally, 

ESIA encourages the EU to continuously review the measures approved yesterday, to ensure 

these remain fit for purpose. 
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For more information: 

Hendrik Abma 

Director General 

European Semiconductor Industry Association (ESIA) 

Tel: +32 2 290 36 60 

 

About ESIA: The European Semiconductor Industry Association (ESIA) is the voice of the semiconduc-

tor industry in Europe. Its mission is to represent and promote the common interests of the Europe-

based semiconductor industry towards the European institutions and stakeholders in order to ensure a 

sustainable business environment and foster its global competitiveness. As a provider of key enabling 

technologies, the industry creates innovative solutions for industrial development, contributing to eco-

nomic growth and responding to major societal challenges. Being ranked as the most R&D-intensive 

sector by the European Commission, the European semiconductor ecosystem supports approx. 

200.000 jobs directly and up to 1.000.000 induced jobs in systems, applications and services in Europe. 

Overall, micro- and nano-electronics enable the generation of at least 10% of GDP in Europe and the 

world. 
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