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Brussels, 2 September 2020 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

ESIA concerned by new U.S. export control 
measures on semiconductors 

 

Following the U.S. announcement on 17 August 2020, the European Semiconductor In-

dustry Association (ESIA) expresses concern about the unilateral broad export control 

measures taken by the United States administration that will have significant impact 

and bring disruption to the global semiconductor industry. 

In its latest action, the U.S. Department of Commerce further refined the foreign-produced 

direct product (FDP) rule, targeting purchases of semiconductors being a direct product of 

certain U.S. software & technology. The scope of export controls are broadened to apply to 

transactions in order to prevent attempts to circumvent U.S. export controls to obtain electronic 

components developed or produced using U.S. technology. 

ESIA understands it is the United States’ prerogative to ensure national security. 

Export controls should be transparent and accountable to serve as tools of global non-prolif-

eration and be multilateral to be effective for that purpose. ESIA would welcome a discussion 

on export control measures between the U.S. administration and international partners such 

as the European Union. 
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For more information: 

Hendrik Abma 

Director General 

European Semiconductor Industry Association (ESIA) 

Tel: +32 2 290 36 60 

 

About ESIA: The European Semiconductor Industry Association (ESIA) is the voice of the semiconduc-

tor industry in Europe. Its mission is to represent and promote the common interests of the Europe-

based semiconductor industry towards the European institutions and stakeholders in order to ensure a 

sustainable business environment and foster its global competitiveness. As a provider of key enabling 

technologies, the industry creates innovative solutions for industrial development, contributing to eco-

nomic growth and responding to major societal challenges. Being ranked as the most R&D-intensive 

sector by the European Commission, the European semiconductor ecosystem supports approx. 

200.000 jobs directly and up to 1.000.000 induced jobs in systems, applications and services in Europe. 

Overall, micro- and nano-electronics enable the generation of at least 10% of GDP in Europe and the 

world. 
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