
 

 

 

 

Brussels, 7 June 2016 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

WSTS RELEASES SEMICONDUCTOR MARKET FORECAST: 

Semiconductor market to grow slightly by 2018 

 

WSTS forecasts the worldwide semiconductor market to be US$ 327 billion in 

2016, slightly down from 2015, with growth returning in 2017 and 2018. 

The World Semiconductor Trade Statistics (WSTS) has released its new 

semiconductor market forecast, the European Semiconductor Industry Association 

(ESIA) reported on 7 June 2016. 

WSTS expects the world semiconductor market to be down 2.4% in 2016 at 

US$ 327 billion with growth returning in 2017 and 2018. For 2016, growth in 

Optoelectronics (1.8%), Sensors (7.6%), and Analog (1.0%) is expected to be offset 

by declines in Memory (-10.2%) and Logic (-2.5%). By geography, for 2016, declines 

are expected across all regions with the largest decline in Americas.  

 

 

The worldwide semiconductor market is expected to grow in 2017 and 2018. 

 

For 2017 and 2018, all major product categories and all regions are forecasted to 

grow reaching US$ 341 billion in 2018. As a result, the worldwide semiconductor 

market is forecast to be up ~2% year-on-year in both 2017 and 2018. 

 

By region, a positive growth rate is projected for all regions in 2017 and 2018. The 

Americas and Asia Pacific regions are expected to show the highest growth rate 

accounting for approximately 80% of the market. 

 

 

 

 



WSTS Forecast Summary 

From the spring 2016 Forecast Meeting, held 24-26 May 2016. 

 

Spring 2016 
Amounts in US$M 

Year on Year Growth in 

% 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Americas 68,738 63,706 64,892 66,260 -0.8 -7.3 1.9 2.1 

Europe 34,258 34,229 34,778 35,337 -8.5 -0.1 1.6 1.6 

Japan 31,102 30,563 30,908 31,447 -10.7 -1.7 1.1 1.7 

Asia Pacific 201,070 198,683 203,130 207,894 3.5 -1.2 2.2 2.3 

Total World - $M 335,168 327,180 333,708 340,938 -0.2 -2.4 2.0 2.2 

Discrete Semiconductors 18,612 18,711 19,211 19,735 -7.7 0.5 2.7 2.7 

Optoelectronics 33,256 33,860 35,535 36,758 11.3 1.8 4.9 3.4 

Sensors 8,816 9,484 9,831 10,137 3.7 7.6 3.7 3.1 

Integrated Circuits 274,484 265,126 269,131 274,308 -1.0 -3.4 1.5 1.9 

Analog 45,228 45,666 47,075 48,412 1.9 1.0 3.1 2.8 

Micro 61,298 61,647 62,275 63,288 -1.2 0.6 1.0 1.6 

Logic 90,753 88,477 88,658 89,661 -1.0 -2.5 0.2 1.1 

Memory 77,205 69,336 71,123 72,947 -2.6 -10.2 2.6 2.6 

Total Products - $M 335,168 327,180 333,708 340,938 -0.2 -2.4 2.0 2.2 

 
Note: Numbers in the table are rounded to whole millions of dollars, which may cause totals by region and 

totals by product group to differ slightly. 

 
 

 

For more information: 

Giovanni Corder     Elise Lafond 
ESIA Trade & Statistics Manager   WSTS Europe Vice Chairperson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
About ESIA: The European Semiconductor Industry Association (ESIA) is the voice of the 
Semiconductor Industry in Europe. Its mission is to represent and promote the common 
interests of the Europe based semiconductor industry towards the European Institutions 
and stakeholders in order to ensure a sustainable business environment and foster its 
global competitiveness. As a provider of key enabling technologies the industry creates 
innovative solutions for industrial development, contributing to economic growth and 
responding to major societal challenges. Being ranked as the most R&D intensive sector by 
the European Commission, the European Semi-conductor ecosystem supports approx. 
200.000 jobs directly and up to 1.000.000 induced jobs in systems, applications and 
services in Europe. Overall, micro- and nano-electronics enable the generation of at least 
10% of GDP in Europe and the world. For more information, please visit the website at 
www.eeca.be/esia/home 
 
About WSTS: World Semiconductor Trade Statistics (WSTS), founded in 1986 as a non-
profit organization of semiconductor product companies, is the singular source for monthly 
industry shipment statistics. For more information, please visit the web site at www.wsts.org 
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