
The performance of the European and the world Semiconductor market meets industry's
expectations  with  a year to date growth  of 33.2% , slightly  down from August. On a 12 
month  average  the European market  has further increased (see graph on page 2).
Besides  a  strong  Data  Processing   segment,   the  Automotive  and  Communication 
segments show some seasonal  weakening.  The driving  products  in  the  third  quarter 
have  been  MPU ( 19,6% against 2nd quarter ) and  application specific Logic ( 15,7%
against 2nd quarter).
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